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Selected Quotes Relevant to Persons With Dementia 
from 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx#1 

 

Preamble …disability results from the interaction between persons with 
impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders their full and 
effective participation in society on an equal basis with others. 

Article 1 – Purpose …promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of 
all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to 
promote respect for their inherent dignity… and effective participation in society 
on an equal basis with others. 

Article 4 – General obligations …promote research and development of 
universally designed goods, services, equipment and facilities… information and 
communications technologies, mobility aids, devices and assistive technologies… 
affordable cost; closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities. 

Article 8 – Awareness-raising… To foster respect for the rights and dignity of 
persons with disabilities…To combat stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices 
relating to persons with disabilities… To promote awareness of the capabilities and 
contributions of persons with disabilities. 

Article 9 – Accessibility… live independently and participate fully in all aspects 
of life… buildings, roads, transportation and other indoor and outdoor facilities, 
including schools, housing, medical facilities and workplaces… electronic services 
and emergency services…communications technologies and systems… 

Article 10 – Right to life Every human being has the inherent right to life and 
shall take all necessary measures to ensure its effective enjoyment by persons with 
disabilities on an equal basis with others. 

  



Article 19 – Living independently and being included in the community… the 
opportunity to choose their place of residence and where and with whom they 
live… not obliged to live in a particular living arrangement …access to in-home, 
residential and other community support services… to prevent isolation or 
segregation. 

Article 20 – Personal mobility Facilitating access… to quality mobility aids, 
devices, assistive technologies and forms of live assistance and intermediaries… 

Article 21 – Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information 
Providing information intended for the general public to persons with disabilities 
in accessible formats… 

Article 22 – Respect for privacy No person with disabilities, regardless of place 
of residence or living arrangements, shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence or other types 
of communication or to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation. 

Article 24 – Education … life long learning directed to: The full development of 
human potential and sense of dignity and self-worth, strengthening of respect for 
human rights, fundamental freedoms and human diversity; …personality, talents, 
creativity, mental and physical abilities… to learn life and social development 
skills to facilitate full and equal participation… as members of the community… 
[with] reasonable accommodation…. 

Article 26 – Habilitation and rehabilitation …to attain and maintain maximum 
independence, full physical, mental, social and vocational ability, and full 
inclusion and participation in all aspects of life… 

Article 27 – Work and employment the right of persons with disabilities to 
work, on an equal basis with others opportunities for self-employment, 
entrepreneurship, the development of cooperatives… 

Article 28 – Adequate standard of living and social protection … adequate 
food, clothing, housing… adequate training, counselling, financial assistance and 
respite care …public housing programmes. 

Article 30 – Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport 
…access to cultural materials… television programmes, films, theatre… places for 
cultural performances or services such as theatres, museums, cinemas, libraries… 
sporting, recreational and tourism venues … monuments and sites of national 
cultural importance… the opportunity to develop and utilize their creative, artistic 
and intellectual potential, not only for their own benefit, but also for the 
enrichment of society. 
 


